1781]               To, Sir. Horace Mann                 447

of chieftain, and to the Duke of Portland and others. But,
as Lord Kockingham never despairs of being minister, nor
is delicate about the means, I believe the influence the
Duke of Cumberland has over his nephew is a great
ingredient in Lord Bockingham's views; and he, who
shunned Wilkes, will crouch to the Luttrels. But what
signifies the views of such a gang of fools, who have no
spirit but what pride and a bottle of hartshorn can infuse
into their leader? Somebody knocks, and I must finish.
I shall be ever

Most truly and affectionately yours^

H. W.

2176.   To SIB HOBACB MANN/

Berkeley Square, May 16, 1781.

BY not sending you the first rumours of Lord Cornwallis's
victory1 over the American General, Greene2, and by wait-
ing for the confirmation, which is not yet come, though
undoubted, I am able to* .balance accounts, though perhaps
you did not desire fortune to be so impartial. Yesterday
we learnt that La Mothe Piquet, who had lain in ambush
(no sea-term, I doubt) at the mouth of the Channel, had
fallen in au 'beau milieu of our fleet from Eustatia, laden
with the plunder of all nations, and has taken at least
twenty of them. The two men-of-war and two frigates that
convoyed all that spoil took to their heels, and, to talk like
an Irishman, are on Irish ground in one of their harbours.
To*day we invented a recapture by Darby, but he is not
arrived. However, our loss of so much wealth will not
comfort the King of Spain for the relief of Gibraltar, nor
the Dutch for the loss of St. Eustatia; for I do not suppose

LETTBR 2176.__* At GtuilfordCourt-    (1742-1786), a native of BIw>de Island,

House on March 15, 1781.                     originaUy a blacksmith,

a Major-GenexalNathaniel Q-reene
and Burke entirely from Gloucester House. On Saturday,
